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REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 are pending in this Application. By this Response, Applicants cancelled 
claims 18 and 19 and amended claims 1, 2, 1 1, 12 and 20. Applicants respectfully submit no 
new matter was added and that the amendments are fully supported by the application as 
originally filed. Accordingly, claims 1-17 and 20 are at issue. 

Concerning the references not considered in the information disclosure statement, 
Applicants submit a full copy of Japanese Application No. 62174679. Applicants also include a 
revised PTO-1449 providing the complete information concerning the publisher and place of 
publication for the Downing et al. reference. 

Applicants are submitting a new declaration as required. The earlier submitted 
Declaration contained handwritten and initialed changes to Inventor Ambrosi's residential 
address. Applicants respectfully submit that the requirements are now met between the earlier 
filed Declaration combined with the newly submitted Declaration. 

The specification was objected to for certain formalities, including missing an Abstract. 
Appropriate amendments have been made to the specification, and an Abstract was added. No 
new matter has been added through these amendments. 

Claims 1-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Appropriate amendments have been made to overcome this rejection. Applicants 
submit no new matter has been added through these amendments. 
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Claims 1 1-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,828,714 to Downing et al. in view of German Patent No. DE4237097 to Lange et al. 
Claim 18 has been cancelled. Claim 1 1 has been amended to incorporate allowable subject 
matter. It is submitted that Applicants' invention is not obvious in view of either reference alone 
or in combination. Furthermore, Applicants submit Claims 12-17 depend from claim 11, and 
contain all of its elements. Thus, these claims are likewise patentable over the cited references. 

Applicants note that claims 1-10 and 20 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in the Office Action. 
Applicants respectfully submit that appropriate amendments have been made to^ overcome this 
rejection, and that these claims are now in condition for allowance. No new matter has been 
added through these amendments. 
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CONCLUSION 



In light of the foregoing reasons. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and 
allowance of claims 1-17 and 20. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees 
or credit any overpayments associated with this Amendment to Deposit Account 13-0206. 
Applicants further invite the Examiner to contact the undersigned representative at the telephone 
nvimber below to discuss any matters pertaining to the present Application. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Servfce as first class mail, 
postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to: MAIL STOP AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on February 28, 2007. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: February 28, 2007 
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